October 5, 2013

So, beloved Mrs. Freeman, only eter-
nity will discover your magnificent
contribution to humanity. Happiest
birthday to you, gentle lady, and may
God keep you forever.

That’s what I would say, Mr. Speak-
er.

————

PAYING FEDERAL WORKERS NOT
TO WORK

(Mr. DOGGETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, Federal
workers, already under sustained at-
tack from the Republican Shutdown
Caucus, certainly deserve to have no
further abuse, but the approval of this
bill is surely one of the more bizarre
moments in a truly bizarre Republican-
controlled House.

These great conservative stewards of
the taxpayers’ dollars refuse to let our
Federal workers work; and now, today,
they approved legislation to pay them
for not working. Getting nothing for
your tax dollar. That’s the new Repub-
lican-Tea Party concept of fiscal re-
sponsibility.

Of course, the Federal workers, even
though they have paid leave now, are
justifiably unhappy because of the un-
certainty of not knowing from day to
day whether they will be called to
work and not knowing whether that
paid leave will arrive in time to meet
their bills at the end of the month.

Paying Federal workers mnot to
work—a new level, truly, of absurdity
in this politically manufactured gov-
ernment shutdown.

————

TEAR DOWN THAT WALL

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, just as Mr.
DOGGETT has said as to the absurdity,
I'm not sure if this is Joseph Heller or
if it’s Fellini.

The Tea Party Republicans came
here because they were concerned
about the debt. The debt, Mr. Speaker,
was caused by Reagan and Bush. Look
at the records. Reagan and Bush caused
the debt. Now they’ve shut down their
government like an arsonist sets a fire,
and they’re coming around, acting like
they’re firefighters who are trying to
rescue the children who they didn’t re-
alize were in the building and who
couldn’t get help from the NIH for
their cancer treatments and the vet-
erans they’re going to rescue who
couldn’t go to the memorials and the
Federal workers who aren’t getting
paid.

It is like a Fellini movie.

There is apparently a wall between
the Tea Party Republicans and the
mainstream Republicans, who would
like to move this country forward.

Mr. Speaker, tear down that wall.

———

WORDS TO WHICH WE CAN ASPIRE

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, what is
going on in the House of Representa-
tives right now actually is about the
debt. You can look back 17 years when
Speaker Gingrich was Speaker of this
House.

What was gained by the Republican
majority during that time?

If you just look at it from a purely
political lens, actually, the Republican
majority was reelected for the first
time in 68 years after that last govern-
ment slowdown, the last time being
1928.

This House passed welfare reform and
passed welfare reform and passed wel-
fare reform until President Clinton
signed the bill. The largest capital
gains tax reduction in the history of
this country was passed after the last
government slowdown, and the first
overall reduction in taxes in 17 years
occurred after the last government
slowdown. Four consecutive balanced
budgets came out of that activity.
Probably the only balanced budgets in
my lifetime occurred after Speaker
Gingrich had the courage to do what he
did 17 years ago.

Mr. Speaker, perhaps most telling, in
the State of the Union Address that
followed the government slowdown the
last time, President Clinton stood in
this House and announced that the era
of Big Government is over.

Those are words we can aspire to.
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ALTERNATIVE UNIVERSE

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker,
welcome to the alternative universe in
the House of Representatives. We just
voted, as we knew we would, to pay the
furloughed workers when the shutdown
ends, as we knew we would.

What started as a right-wing tan-
trum to defund ObamaCare, which
failed, as it inevitably would, and then
it became a demand to pull the rug out
for another delay, we’re now arguing
about something. Negotiations? What?

Since we decided to pay everybody
anyway, let’s vote on the continuing
resolution so we can at least get work
in exchange for paying our employees
and stop losing tens of millions of dol-
lars every hour.

The Republicans now want to nego-
tiate. I think that’s terrific. We’ve
been waiting 6 months for the House
Republicans to appoint their con-
ference committee so we can reconcile
differences on the budget.

Let’s vote on the continuing resolu-
tion. Let’s appoint conference commit-
tees and get back to work.

————
GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

(Mr. BARTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Mr. BARTON. Mr. Speaker, we’re see-
ing an interesting dialogue today in
the 1-minutes.

Last week, House Republicans
brought to the floor a bill before the
shutdown to pay our military. Both
sides totally supported that, the Sen-
ate accepted it, and the President
signed the bill. So that’s law.

Early this week, after the shutdown
occurred, House Republicans brought
to the floor to fund the Veterans Ad-
ministration, to fund National Insti-
tutes of Health research, to fund and
open our national parks. My friends on
the other side of the aisle—most of
them, not all—voted ‘‘no’’ against that
and called it a gimmick.

Today we brought a bill to the floor,
the House Republicans, once the shut-
down is over, to pay furloughed work-
ers. Again, on that one today, both
sides embraced it and said it’s a good
thing. Now my friends on the Demo-
cratic side are getting up and arguing
against themselves.

We want to open the government. We
want to end this. But we want to keep
as much of the government functioning
while we do it.

———

GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, through
the looking glass, ‘‘curiouser and
curiouser,” said Alice. I'm confused. It
started out as: We’re going to shut
down the government until we repeal
ObamaCare. Then it was: We’ll shut
down the government until we delay
ObamaCare or the individual mandate
or repeal the device tax, or something.
Now, I just heard the gentleman from
Texas say we’re shutting down the gov-
ernment because we’re concerned about
the deficit. What is it? Which is it?

Come on, you’re concerned about the
deficit. We have a process. It’s called
the annual budget process in appropria-
tions. It’s a law. We should follow the
law, which means temporarily continue
the government. We don’t shut down
the government to deal with our dif-
ferences in how much money we want
to spend each year for what agencies.

This is getting absurd. We’re now
going to pay Federal employees to not
work. Let’s just declare them all ‘‘es-
sential,” make them come back to
work, and then we’ll pay them later.
Maybe in the Republican world that
makes sense.

No. Let’s just end the shutdown,
bring them all back to work, give them
their regular pay now, let them have
their leave, and move forward with ne-
gotiations over the budget.

———

WHAC-A-MOLE
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
YoHO). Under the Speaker’s announced
policy of January 3, 2013, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the minority leader.
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